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Gareth Johnson - BIOGRAPHY

Y outhful, gifted and passionate are just some of the words that best describe violinist,Gareth
Johnson.

At the age of 10 after hearing famed Itzhak Perlman, the young Mr. Johnson declared, “I can
play that instrument!"* And how right he was. Mr. Johnson is an articulate, enthusiastic, and
creative presenter and an inspiration to young musicians everywhere.

Now in his mid-20s, the New York Times once said of Mr. Johnson that he “...possesses
prodigious musical gifts — like Joshua Bell or Maxim Vengerov...he dominates the stage.” Mr.
Johnson has performed as soloist with several major symphony orchestras including
Pittsburgh, Atlanta, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Seattle, Memphis along with the Boston Pops.

In addition to his talents as a classical violinist, Mr. Johnson is also a devoted composer and
arranger of other music forms.
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Gareth Johnson - CRITICAL ACCLAIM

Palm Beach Daily News

When Palm Beach Daily News arts critics were asked to pick their favorite and most memorable
events from the past season (2005-2006), Ken Keaton exclaimed that his choice was Gareth
Johnson. "...when one finds a young artist with a unique and compelling voice, that is an occasion to
celebrate. Such an artist is Gareth Johnson, a violinist barely into his 20s who combined a honeyed
tone, mature interpretive intelligence and blazing virtuosity. ...Johnson’s Rinker Playhouse recital
resonates in my memory."

The New York Times

...m Mr. Johnson was proclaimed to possess “prodigious musical gifts—like Joshua Bell or Maxim
Vengerov...he dominates the stage.” In response to Mr. Johnson’s desire to become the Tiger Woods
of classical music, Oestreich, music critic of the New York Times further commented that “Classical
music could use a Tiger Woods and, no question, Mr. Johnson may well fit the bill.”

The Washington Post

...18-year-old violinist Gareth Johnson, a multi-award winner, who offered impressive accounts of
Mozart's Violin Concerto in D, K. 218, and Saint-Saens's "Havanaise," Op. 83. About the same age
as Mozart when he wrote the concerto, Johnson conveyed all the Allegro's fusion of youthful élan
and courtly grace, the sweetly rounded lyricism of the Andante and the Rondeau's playful wit. He
showed himself to be a confident soloist who combines sensitive control of the bow with right-on
intonation and nicely detailed phrasing. Johnson's version of the "Havanaise" again exhibited all
these qualities in a properly nostalgic way, plus a welcome bravado and sonorous depth.”

The Naples News

..."Not since the teenaged Joshua Bell first captivated concert-goers with his remarkable talents have
we been privileged to hear such a gifted young violinist...... with a maturity far beyond his
years.....incredible musical communication..... notes so delicately and gloriously intoned..... a rare
talent indeed..... undeniable musical genius.....a soft-spoken violinist who stood, almost still, on an
empty stage and created magic.”

Special to the Press Enterprise of Redlands California Nov. 2009

..."violin soloist Gareth Johnson...blew the socks off an enthusiastic audience. Johnson, young and
confident, leapt into Mendelssohn's Violin Concerto with an edgy bravura that challenged the
subtleties of the familiar and elegant work. With an intense attitude, he dazzled the audience with
lithe, nimble fingering, perfect intonation and clear, sure high notes. ... a sensuous quality and
delivered moments of artistic integrity and awareness. He allowed the beautiful music to take
command...”
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Gareth Johnson - CONCERTO AND SOLO REPERTOIRE

J.S. Bach
Concerto No. 1 in A, BWV 1041
Concerto No. 2 in E, BWV 1042
Concerto in D for 2 Violins BWV 1043
Barber
Violin Concerto Opus 14
Beethoven
Violin Concerto in D
Brahms
Concerto in D
Bruch
Concerto No. 1 in G, Op. 26
Chausson
Poeme
Haydn
Concerto No. 4in G
Lalo
Symphony Espanole (Rondo)
Mendelssohn
Concerto in E, Op. 64
Mozart
Concerto No. 3in G, K. 216
Concerto No. 4in D, K. 218
Concerto No. 5in A, K. 219
Paganini

Concerto No. 1

Prokofiev

Concerto No. 1
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Ravel
Tzigane

Saint-Saens

Concerto No. 3in B, Op. 61
Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso, Op. 14
Sibelius

Concerto in D, Op. 47
Tchaikovsky

Concerto in D, Op. 35
Vieuxtemps

Concerto No. 5in A, Op. 37
Vivaldi

Concerto in a minor

The Four Seasons, Op. 8, Nos. 1-4
Wieniawski

Concerto No. 1

Concerto No. 2

Variations on a Theme

Show Pieces

Corrigliano, The Red Violin

Dvorak, Romance

Ernst, "The Last Rose" Variations

Heifetz, Tr anscri ptions for
Chausson, Poéme

Hubay, Carmen Fantasy

Kreisler, Praeludium and Allegro
Massenet, Medi t ati on fr om
Monti, Csardas

Ravel, Tzigane

Violin from George

“Thai s”

Saint-Saens, Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso, Havanaise
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Saint-Saens/Ysaye, Valse Caprice

Sarasate, Carmen Fantasy, Introduction and Tarantella , Zapateado, Zigeunerweisen,
Schubert, Rondo Brilliante

Still, Suite for Violin and Piano

Vitalli, Ciaccona

Waxman/Bizet, Carmen Fantasy

Wieniawski, Legende, Original Theme with Variations, Polonaise De Concert, Opus 4,
Scherzo-Tarantella

Williams,Devi | ' s Dance, Schindler’'s List

Sonatas for Violin and Piano
J. S. Bach

Sonata No.1

Partitas 2 and 3 for Unaccompanied Violin
Beethoven

Sonata No.9 in A Major

Sonata No. 5 in F Major

Brahms

Sonata No. 1 in G Major

Sonata No. 3 in d minor

Mozart

Sonata in G Major, K. 301

Sonata in E minor, K. 304

Sonata in B Flat Major, K. 4

Tartini (arr. Kreisler)

Devil's Trill Sonata

Ysaye

Sonatas Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 6
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Gareth Johnson - RECORDING

Purchase at: Amazon.comor ITunes

For centuries, composers have used stories and historical events as major catalysts in their attempt to
inspire and affect musical awakenings and appreciation within their listeners. Sotrytelling offers its own
tale as it weaves together the virtuosity and musical sensitivity of violinist Gareth Johnson and pianist
Heather Coltman.
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http://www.amazon.com/Storytelling/dp/B001QU5X7I/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=dmusic&qid=1269178943&sr=8-1
http://itunes.apple.com/us/album/storytelling/id303378995

