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Sarah Kapustin- BIOGRAPHY 
  

Sarah Kapustin′s musical activities have taken her across North America, Europe 
and Australia, in performances as both soloist and chamber musician. Born in 1981 
in Milwaukee, WI, she has performed with such orchestras as the Milwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra, Indiana University Philharmonic, Juilliard Symphony, and 
the Pasadena Symphony. Sarah has received prizes and honors in numerous 
competitions, most recently 1st prize in the 2007 International Markneukirchen 
Instrumental Competition, resulting in a radio broadcast and solo engagements 
throughout Germany. She has appeared in such prestigious concert venues as Alice 
Tully Hall and Carnegie Hall, Cité de la Musique in Paris and Mexico City′s Sala 
Nezahualcoyotl, and has participated in masterclasses with Joshua Bell, Midori, 
Leonidas Kavakos and William Preucil.  
 
An avid chamber musician, Sarah has appeared at several festivals, most 
notably Chamber Music International (Dallas), Giverny Hors Les Murs (France), 
Sarasota (FL), and Marlboro (VT) where she has performed with such distinguished 
artists as Claude Frank, Joseph Silverstein, David Soyer, and Kim Kashkashian. 
She was formerly a member of the Atlas Trio and the Dubinsky Quartet, prizewinner at 
the Fischoff and Coleman Chamber Music Competitions. Sarah shows great interest 
in contemporary music as well, and has had the honor to work with several composers 
on their own compositions, including Henri Dutilleux, Kryzstof Penderecki and Ned 
Rorem. For the past several years, Sarah has performed duo recitals with pianist 
Jeannette Koekkoek. They most recently played all 10 Beethoven sonatas in Italy to 
great acclaim, and the cycle was repeated at Indiana University in the summer of 
2009.  
 
Sarah received a Masters degree in violin performance at The Juilliard School with 
Robert Mann in May 2005. She previously received a Bachelor of Music and an Artist 
Diploma from Indiana University as a pupil of Mauricio Fuks, and formerly studied with 
Mimi Zweig and James Przygocki at the String Academy of Wisconsin. After receiving 
a Fulbright Scholarship, Sarah has spent the past two years in Paris as a student at 
the Conservatoire National Superieur de Musique, studying chamber music with 
Michel Strauss and Vladimir Mendelssohn as member of the Trio Archiduc. She also 
served as concertmaster of the Orchestre des Lauréats du Conservatoire for the 
2007-08 season. Currently Sarah divides her professional life between Europe, where 
she is 1st violin of the Rubens Quartet (Netherlands), and the United States, where 
she plays and tours regularly with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra.  
 
Sarah plays on the "Nico Richter and Hetta Rester" G.B. Rogeri, Brescia ca. 1690, on 
loan from the Nationaal Muziekinstrumenten Fonds in Amsterdam. 

 
 

 



 

Sarah Kapustin-Reviews 

 
Sarah is one of the most brilliantly gifted young American violinists of her generation 
and one of the most communicative and inspired string players I have come across.  
Ilya Kaler, concert violinist 

 
 
She has a most persuasive and individual tone which she uses with great 
intelligence.  
Joseph Silverstein, concert violinist and conductor 

 
 
Sarah Kapustin is a remarkable combination of violinist master and ideal chamber 
music colleague, and she is capable of transforming the music she is involved in into 
a deeply committed performance for the listener.  
Robert Mann, violinist, violist, composer and conductor 

 
 
Thoroughly captivating performance.  
Classical Voice Review, Pasadena CA 

 
 
A performer with robust energy, muscular athleticism, and with admirable musicality. 
She is, without a doubt, poised to assume a place as a concert artist.  
A violin recital of great excitement and amazing skill that brings an audience to its 
collective feet.  
Herald Tribune, Bloomington , IN 

 
 
Chamber Music 
 
They all played together with an intimacy that requires their truly listening to each 
other, and with the restrained passion that gives the music of this era its power.  
Times Argus, VT (Marlboro Music Festival) 

 
 
David Soyer led a quartet of excellent players in a refined and heartfelt performance.  
Some really beautiful chamber music playing of depth.  
Rutland Herald, VT (Marlboro Music Festival)  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Sarah Kapustin-Solo Repertoire 
 
Bach  
Sonata No. 1 in B minor for violin and 
keyboard  
Sonata No. 3 in E Major for violin and 
keyboard  
The 6 Sonatas and Partitas 
 
Bartòk  
Sonata No. 1, Sz. 75  
Solo Sonata  
First Rhapsody 
 
Beethoven  
Sonatas No.1-3, Op.12  
Sonatas No.6-8, Op.30  
Sonata Op.96 
 
Bloch  
Nigun from Baal Shem 
 
Bolcom  
Sonata No.2 
 
Brahms  
Sonata No.1 in G Major  
Sonata No.3 in D minor  
Sonatensatz 
 
Corigliano  
Sonata 
 
Debussy  
Sonata 
 
Enesco  
Sonata No.3 “in the popular Romanian 
character” 
 
Fauré  
Sonata No.1 in A Major 
 
Franck  
Sonata 
 

Grieg  
Sonata No.3 in C minor 
 
Harrison  
Grand Duo 
 
Heifetz  
Various transcriptions 
 
Hindemith  
Sonata Op.11 No.1 
 
Kreisler  
Various compositions, arrangements 
and transcriptions 
 
Mozart  
Sonata in A Major, K.305  
Sonata in D Major, K.306  
Sonata in F Major, K.376  
Sonata in B-flat Major, K.454 
 
Paganini  
La Campanella, arr. Kreisler  
Cantabile 
 
Prokofiev  
Sonata No.1 in F minor  
Five Melodies 
 
Ravel  
Sonata Tzigane 
 
Saint-Saëns  
Caprice-etude in the form of a waltz, 
arr. Ysaye 
 
Sarasate  
Carmen Fantasy  
Romanza Andaluza  
Playera 
 
 



 

Schubert  
Sonatina No.1 in D Major  
Sonatina No.2 in A minor  
Rondeau Brilliante  
Grand Duo 
 
Schumann  
Sonata No.1 in A minor 
 
 
Sibelius  
Humoresques Op.89 No.3 and 4  
Romance and Mazurka 
 
Szymanowski  
Myths  
Nocturne and Tarantella 

 
Tartini  
Devils Trill Sonata, arr. Kreisler  
Tchaikovsky  
Souvenir dun lieu cher (Meditation, 
Scherzo and Melody)  
Valse-Scherzo 
 
Wieniawski  
Polonaise No.2 in A Major  
Variations on an Original Theme 
 
Ysaÿe  
Sonata 3 for solo violin  
Sonata 4 for solo violin  
Sonata 5 for solo violin 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sarah Kapustin-Concerto Repertoire 
 

Bach  
Concerto in A minor  
Concerto for Two Violins  
Brandenburg No.4 
 
Barber  
Concerto 
 
Beethoven  
Concerto  
Triple Concerto  
Romances 
 
Brahms  
Concerto  
Double Concerto 
 
Bruch  
Concerto No. 1 in G minor 
 
Chausson  
Poeme 
 
Dvoràk  
Concerto 
 
Lalo  
Symphonie Espagnole 
 
Mendelssohn  
Concerto in E minor 
 

Mozart  
Concerto No.2  
Concerto No.3  
Concerto No.4  
Concerto No.5  
Sinfonia Concertante 
 
Prokofiev  
Concerto No.1  
Concerto No.2 
 
Ravel  
Tzigane 
 
Saint-Saëns  
Havanaise 
 
Shostakovich  
Concerto No.1 in A minor 
 
Sibelius  
Concerto 
 
Tchaikovsky  
Concerto 
 
Walton  
Concerto 
 
Wieniawski  
Concerto No.2 in D minor 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sarah Kapustin-Chamber Music Repertoire 
 

Arensky  
Piano Trio in D minor, Op.32  
Quartet in A minor, Op.34 
 
Baker  
“Through this Vale of Tears” 
 
Bartok  
Quartet No.2, Sz.67  
Quartet No.4  
Contrasts 
 
Beethoven  
Piano Trio, Op.1 No.1  
Piano Trio, Op.1 No.2  
Piano Trio, Op.1 No.3  
String Trio, Op.9 No.2  
Quartet, Op.18 No.1  
Quartet, Op.18 No.4  
Quartet, Op.59 No.2  
Piano Trio, Op.70 No.1 “Ghost”  
Piano Trio, Op.70 No.2  
Quartet, Op.74 “Harp”  
Quartet, Op.95 “Serioso”  
Trio in B-flat, Op. 97 “Archduke” 
 
Brahms  
Piano Trio in B Major, Op.8  
Sextet in B-flat Major, Op.18  
Sextet in G Major, Op.36  
Horn Trio, Op.40  
Piano Quintet, Op.45  
Quartet in A minor, Op.51 No.2  
Piano Quartet in C minor, Op.60  
Quartet in B-flat, Op.67  
Piano Trio in C Major, Op.87  
Viola Quintet in F Major, Op.88  
Viola Quintet in G Major, Op.111  
Clarinet Quintet, Op.115  
Piano Quartet in g minor, Op. 25 
 
 



 

Bresnick  
String Quartet No.3 
 
Chang  
The Light Fantastic (piano trio) 
 
Chausson  
Concert, Op.21  
Chanson Perpetuelle 
 
Copland  
Appalachian Spring (chamber version) 
 
Debussy  
Trio in G Major  
Quartet, Op.10 
 
Dutilleux  
String Quartet, “Ainsi La Nuit” 
 
Dvoràk  
String Sextet in A Major, Op.48  
Piano Trio No.3 in F minor, Op.65  
Piano Trio No.4, Op.90 “Dumky”  
Bass Quintet, Op.77  
Piano Quintet, Op.81  
Quartet in F Major, Op.96 “American”  
Viola Quintet in E-flat, Op.97  
String Quartet, “Cypresses” 
 
Elgar  
Piano Quintet in A minor, Op.84 
 
Enesco  
Octuor pour cordes 
 
Fauré  
Piano Quartet in C minor, Op. 15 
 
Franck  
Piano Quintet 
 
Gershwin  
Lullaby for String Quartet 
 
 

                                                                                                                                  



 

Haydn  
Quartet, Op.20 No.5  
Quartet, Op.20 No.6  
Quartet, Op.64 No.5 “Lark”  
Quartet, Op.76 No.3 “Emperor”  
Quartet, Op.76 No.4 “Sunrise”  
Piano Trio in G, “Gypsy”, Hob.XV:25  
Piano Trio in C, Hob.XV:27  
Piano Trio in E, Hob.XV:28 
 
Hindemith  
Clarinet Quartet  
Clarinet Quintet, Op.30 
 
Ives  
Piano Trio 
 
Janacek  
String Quartet No.1, “Kreutzer Sonata” 
 
Kodaly  
Duo for Violin and Cello, Op.7 
 
Kurtag  
Officium Breve in memoriam  
Andreae Szervansky, Op.28  
Mikroludes, Op.13 
 
Mellits  
String Quartet No.2 
 
Mendelssohn  
Quartet, Op.12  
Quartet, Op.13  
Octet, Op.20  
Quartet, Op.44 No.2  
Piano Trio in D minor, Op.49  
Piano Trio in C minor, Op.66  
Quartet, Op.80 
 
Milhaud  
La création du monde (version for piano quintet) 
 
 

                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                               



 

Mozart  
Quartet, K.157  
Quartet, K.169  
Oboe Quartet, K.370  
Quartet, K.387  
Horn Quintet, K.407  
Quartet, K.421  
Quartet, K.428  
Quartet, K.464  
Quartet, K.465 “Dissonance”  
Piano Quartet in E-flat, K.493  
Viola Quintet in C, K.515  
Viola Quintet in G minor, K.516  
Piano Trio in E Major, K.542  
Adagio and Fugue for String Quartet, K.546  
Clarinet Quintet, K.581  
Viola Quintet in D, K.593  
Viola Quintet in E-flat, K.614 
 
Penderecki  
String Trio (1990-91) 
 
Piazzola  
La Muerte del Angel (arr. by Emilio Colon for piano trio) 
 
Prokofiev  
Overture to Hebrew Themes  
String Quartet No.2, Op.92 
 
Rachmaninov  
Trio No.1 “Elégiaque” 
 
Ravel  
Sonate for violin and cello  
Piano Trio 
 
Reicha  
Horn Quintet in E Major 
 
Reynolds  
Process and Passion for violin and cello 
 
Rorem  
Aftermath for Baritone and Piano Trion 
 

 



 

Rossini                                                                                                                     
String Sonata No. 4 in B-flat 

Saint-Saëns  
Fantasie pour violon et harpe, Op.124  
Piano Quartet in E-flat, Op.41 
 
Schoenberg  
Verklärte Nacht, Op.4 
 
Schubert  
Octet, D.803  
Quartet, D.804 “Rosamunde”  
Quartet, D. 810 “Death and the Maiden”  
Piano Trio in E-flat, D.929  
Piano Trio, “Notturno”  
Cello Quintet, D.956 
 
Schulhoff  
Sextett (1924) 
 
Schumann  
Piano Quintet, Op.40  
Piano Trio in G minor, Op.110 
 
Sculthorpe  
Quartet No.15 
 
Shostakovich  
Piano Trio No.1, Op.8  
Two Pieces for String Octet, Op.11  
Piano Quintet, Op.57  
Piano Trio No.2, Op.67  
Quartet No.8, Op.110  
Quartet No.11, Op.122 
 
Sibelius  
Quartet in D minor, Op.56 “Voces intimae” 
 
Smetana  
Quartet No.1 “From My Life” 
 
Tan Dun  
Colors for String Quartet (Zen; Drum & Gong) 
 
 

                                                                                                                    



 

 

Tchaikovsky  
Album for the Young (arr. Dubinsky)  
Quartet No.3 in E-flat minor, Op.30  
Piano Trio in A minor, Op.50  
Sextet, “Souvenir de Florence”, Op.70 
 
Turina  
Scene Andalouse 

 
 


