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Biography

Hungarian-born concert violinist Rodrigo Puskas has been considered one of
the most exciting young violinists of his generation. Winner of several national
and international competitions, he has performed in over 20 countries as a
soloist, recitalist and chamber musician.

A “remarkable violinist” with an already established concert reputation, with a
tone that has been called “beautiful and moving,” his virtuosity “breathtaking”.
Reviewed by The Los Angeles Times: “Puskds made sparks fly ... always
demonstrating great security and economy of motion”; furthermore “An
exceptionally gifted and talented violinist” — by legendary violinist Ruggiero
Ricci; and “A superb artist ... with a distinctly personal style of playing” — The
Chronicle.

He has appeared in concerts and recitals in major festivals and concert halls
around the world, including the Young Artist International in Los Angeles, the
Saint Huber Festival of Belgium, International Festival of Beureuth, the
Holland Music Sessions in the Netherlands, the European String Festival of
Ireland, International Academy of Russia, Chateau sul Marne in France, the Nagano and Yokosuka festivals in
Japan, and the Leopold Auer Festival of Hungary. Mr. Puskas also performed at the Grand Hall of the Franz
Liszt Academy, the National Radio Marble Hall in Budapest, the prestigious Hall of the Composers Union in St.
Petersburg (Russia) and in the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.

Rodrigo Puskéas had been admitted to the Franz Liszt Academy of Music at the early age of 11 into the class of
concert violinist Dénes Kovacs, Head of String Department. At age 20 he moved to the United States, to further
study with Dr. Eduard Schmieder (a former Oistrakh-student and successor of Jascha Heifetz at UCLA), Head
of String Department at the Meadows School of Music and Arts, SMU in Dallas. Rodrigo Puskés was a six-time
recipient of the Meadows Foundation Performing Arts Scholarship, winner of the prestigious Neimann Marcus
Scholarship Award and recipient of a career-grant from the International Soros Foundation. At Southern
Methodist University he received another postgraduate Artist Diploma and a Masters’ Degree in Violin
Performance.

Mr. Puskas was first prize winner of the Budapest Young Artist Competition, the Budapesti Szemle, the
Budapest National Violin Contest, the Janos Koncz International Violin Competition, the Ruggiero Ricci
Master classes & competition, the Béla Bartok Chamber Music Competition, the Nagano International Music
Competition (2nd), the MCPAS Artists' Competition (also Audience Prize winner), and the Entergy Music
Competition.

His teachers of most influence were Dr. Eduard Schmieder (Head of String Dept. Meadows School, formerly
chair of Jascha Heifetz at UCLA), Emanuel Borok (concertmaster of Dallas Symphony, former co-
concertmaster of the Boston Symphony), Dénes Kovacs (violin soloist, Head of String Dept. Franz Liszt
Academy of Music), Ruggiero Ricci (violin soloist, Professor of Mozarteum, Salzburg), Dr. Sandor Devich
(former violinist of the world-famous Bartdk String Quartet) and the late Vilmos Tatrai (concertmaster National
Philharmonic of Hungary, founder and 1st violinist of the Téatrai String Quartet).

Mr. Puskas also studied with Prof. Igor Ozim (renowned pedagogue — Bern Hochschule), Miklds Szenthelyi
(soloist, Leader of Hungarian Virtuosi), Ferenc Rados (Pianist, Professor of Chamber Music — Franz Liszt
Academy), and Léaszlo Koté (violin soloist, former concertmaster of the Hungarian National Opera), among
others.



His orchestral carreer started at the very young age of 15, after the invitation of Maestro Erich Bergel (former
Music Director of the Budapest Philharmonic and former Assistant of Herbert von Karajan at the Berlin
Philharmonic Orchestra.) Mr. Puskas had toured with the Budapest Philharmonic and the Hungarian National
Opera Orchestra several times as their youngest guest member.

As an orchestral leader he held concertmaster positions in several orchestras, such as the Meadows Symphony,
Abilene Philharmonic, Utah Festival Opera Orchestra, I-Palpiti Chamber Orchestra, IPAC Symphony
Orchestra, Franz Liszt Academy Symphony, and worked as acting concertmaster in the Irving Symphony, Plano
Symphony Orchestra, the Plano Chamber Orchestra, the Garland/Las Colinas and Arlington Symphony
Orchestras. Mr. Puskaés also performs with the Dallas Opera Orchestra and has been Concertmaster of the
Daejeon Philharmonic Orchestra in South Korea since March 2005.

Rodrigo Puskés has been pioneering performances of music by contemporary composers, and has premiered
several works specially written for or dedicated to him, most recently a work by American composer Dr. Kevin
Hanlon: “Blues for Nick” (aka. Niccol6 Paganini).

Having always been strongly interested in chamber music, Mr. Puskas performs with several ensembles
regularly. He was a founding member and violinist for two major music-groups, performing both standard
classical and so-called “new-classical” repertoire.

Mr. Puskas has also been active in playing for non-profit organizations, most notably with great success in
support of Interfaith, to raise funds for relief efforts after the 2004 Florida hurricane. He also performed various
concerts in Japan in collaboration with violinist Prof. Victor Pikaizen benefiting handicapped children.

Mr. Puskas has been a featured artist on “The Front Row,” a classical program on KUHF Radio of Houston. His
performances from Beverly Hills Public Library and The Los Angeles Museum of Art were broadcasted live on
the West Coast on KUSC, and performed/recorded extensively for the national station Bartok Radio in
Hungary. Each year Rodrigo Puskéas performs in a concert series sponsored by the Hungarian Society of
Musical Art, and since age 18 has been named permanent soloist of the Hungarian Broadcast Network.



Critical Acclaim

"Hungarian-born Puskas made sparks fly in a program of 19th and 20th century showpieces"
— The Los Angeles Times

“A superb artist ... with a distinctly personal style of playing"
— The Chronicle

"... exquisite technique, expressive intensity, extraordinary artistry ...”
— CL Concert Series

“Mr. Rodrigo Puskas is a violinist of extraordinary qualities. His ability of profound expression and graceful
virtuosity enables him to settle all the tasks of the highest level.”
— Vilmos Tatrai

"... And impress (he) did. Rodrigo Puskas opened with a biting gypsy dance, Ravel’s Tzigane, full of flair and
intensity ... Again and again he flashed the contents of a virtuosic bag of tricks, in Franz Waxman’s Carmen
Fantasy and in Ysaye’s Variations on a Theme by Paganini, always demonstrating great security and economy
of motion. Only for Kodaly’s Adagio did the whirlwind pause, achieving dark thoughtfulness, backed with the
sensitivity by accompanist Valeria Morgovskaya”

— The Los Angeles Times

"This young man is an exceptionally gifted and talented violinist ... He is a first class talent ..."
— Ruggiero Ricci

“Puskas captured the audience ... with his performance of Tchaikovsky’s Violin Concerto”
— The Montgomery Courier



Repertoire

Please note: This list is compiled for general information only and may not fully represent the current,
most up-to-date repertoire of the artist. Several works are available on a very short notice; however
advanced planning is always preferred.

Solo repertoire (Concerti and other works with orchestra)

BACH, J.S.:

Concerto in a-minor

Concerto in g minor

Concerto for two violins in d-minor, BWV 1043
Concerto for violin and oboe in c-minor, BWV 1060
BARBER, S.:

Concerto for violin and orchestra, Op. 14
BARTOK, B.:

Concerto No. 1

Concerto No. 2

Rhapsody No.1

Rhapsody No.2

BEETHOVEN, L. v:

Concerto in D major, op. 61

Triple Concerto

Romance for violin and orchestra No.1 in G, Op. 40
Romance for violin and orchestra No.2 in F, Op. 50
BRAHMS, J.:

Concerto in D major, Op.77

Double Concerto for violin and cello, Op.102

BRUCH, J.:



Concerto No.1 in g minor, Op. 26
Scottish Fantasy
CHAUSSON:

Poem

DVORAK:

Concerto

ELGAR:

Concerto

Salut d"’Amour, Op. 12
GOLDMARK:
Concerto
GLAZUNOV:
Concerto

HAYDN:

Concerto in G major
KHACHATURIAN:
Concerto

LALO:

Symphonie Espagnole
MASSENET:
Meditation from Thais
MENDELSSOHN, F.:
Concerto in e-minor
MOZART, W.A.:
Concerto No.1 in Bb Major K.207

Concerto No.3 in G Major K.216



Concerto No. 4 in D Major K.218
Sinfonia Concertante for violin and viola in E flat major, K. 364
Concerto No 5 in A Major K.219
PAGANINI, N.:

Concerto No.1

Concerto No.2

The Witches Dance (Le Streghe), Op.8
Moto Perpetuo, Op. 11
PROKOFIEV:

Concerto No.1

Concerto No.2

RAVEL.:

Tzigane - Rhapsodie de concert (1924)
SAINT-SAENS:

Concerto No.3 in B minor, Op.61
Introduction and Rondo capriccioso , Op.28
Havanaise

SARASATE:

Zigeunerweisen (Gipsy Airs), Op.20
Navarra for two violins
SHOSTAKOVICH:

Concerto No. 2, 0p.129

SIBELIUS:

Concerto, Op. 47

TSCHAIKOVSKY:

Concerto in D major



Melancholic Serenade
VIEUXTEMPS:
Concerto No.4
Concerto No.5
VITALI/arr.RESPIGHI:
Chaconne
VIVALDI:

The Four Seasons
WAXMAN, F.:
Carmen - fantasy
WIENIAWSKY :

Concerto No. 2 in d-minor, Op.2



