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BIOGRAPHY 
 

 
 
 

Sandra Ragusa comes from an extensive background both as a conductor and 
a flutist. 
 
 
Ms. Ragusa has been invited to conduct orchestras on three continents 
including recent tours of the southern United States, and guest conducting 
engagements in Austria, Germany, Bulgaria, China and Japan.  Currently, Ms. 
Ragusa is the music director and conductor of the Montgomery Philharmonic. 
 
 
Before she completed her undergraduate degree, she was asked by her flute 
teacher to join him in the flute section of the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Orchestra as a substitute flutist. This experience led her to playing both in the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra under 
such noted conductors as Zubin Mehta, Andre Previn, Daniel Lewis, JoAnn 
Falletta, Simon Rattle, and John Mauceri. In the Los Angeles studios she has 
worked with composer-conductors John Williams, Danny Elfman, Michael 
Kamen, Hans Zimmer, and Henry Mancini. 
 
 
Ms. Ragusa received a Bachelor of Music from the University of Southern 
California and a Master of Music from Carnegie Mellon University. Her 
conducting teachers were Daniel Lewis, Vladimir Ponkin, and William A. 
Schaefer and her flute teachers were Julius Baker, Jeanne Baxtresser and 
Roger Stevens. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 
CRITICAL ACCLAIM 

 
 

“Conductor Ragusa’s enthusiasm is displayed in a concert of wonderful 
precision and excitement” Pasadena Star News  
 
 
 
“Sandra Ragusa the rising conductor from the USA…gave authoritative 
impact…” 
Leipziger-Volkszeitung   
 
 
 
“Maestro Ragusa conducted with exceptional flexibility in the Gershwin – 
Rhapsody in Blue…” 
Baden - Badener Zeitung 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Professional Performing Experience: 
Conductor - Long Term Affiliations 

• Montgomery Philharmonic Orchestra – Montgomery County, Maryland - Music 
Director 2007 to present 

• Classical Music Festival – Eisenstadt Austria – Festival conductor - 2005 
• Carnegie Mellon Baroque Ensemble – Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – Substitute 

Conductor - 2005 
• Carnegie Mellon Contemporary Ensemble - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – Substitute 

Conductor – 2005 
• Glen Glenn Sound Studios (Todd-AO), Paramount Studios – Los Angeles California 

– House Conductor – 1990-1998 
• Martinsound Recording Company – Alhambra, California – House Conductor – 1990-

2000 
• San Gabriel Valley Concert Band – Music Director – 1984-2002 
• Claremont Wind Ensemble  - Resident Conductor – 1995-2002 
• Pomona Concert Band – Associate Conductor – 1979-2002 
 

Conductor - Guest Performances  
• Hunan Symphony Orchestra – Guest Conductor - 2008 
• Westsachisches Symphony Orchestra – Leipzig, Germany – Masterclass Conductor 

– 2008 
• Pasadena Community Orchestra – Guest Conductor - 1999 
• Rio Hondo Symphony – Guest Conductor - 1995 
• Chiba Youth Orchestra – Chiba, Japan – Guest Conductor – 1996, 2002 
• Tama Youth Orchestra – Tokyo, Japan – Guest Conductor – 1996, 2002 
• Green Youth Orchestra – Kyoto, Japan – Guest Conductor – 1996, 2002 
• Fort Meyers Community Concert Band – Guest Conductor - 1996 
• New Orleans Concert Band – Guest Conductor - 1996 
• The Guinness Book of Worlds Records – World’s Largest Marching Band – 

Conductor - 1985 
 

Principal Flutist–  
Los Angeles Opera, Los Angeles Master Chorale 
Orchestra, Santa Monica Symphony, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic New Music Group – Green Umbrella 
Series, Bella Lewitzky Dance Company, Eyes Wide 
Open Dance Theater, Classical Music Festival 
(Eisenstadt, Austria), EuroDisney Opening  



 

Ceremonies Orchestra (Only US Musician)  
Burbank Symphony, Claremont Orchestra, Rio  
Hondo Symphony, Rome Festival Orchestra,  
Pasadena Community Orchestra 

 
Substitute Flutist -   
Los Angeles Philharmonic, San Francisco Ballet  
Orchestra, Hollywood Bowl Orchestra, Houston  
Symphony, Fresno Symphony, Pasadena  
Symphony, San Francisco Opera 

 
Recent Solo Recitals -  
California, Italy, France, Spain, Austria, Korea,  
Japan 

 
Recordings 
Jingles  
Macy’s, Robinsons – May, Disney on Ice, 
Miller Brewing Company, Toyota Motors, Acura Motors  
 
Soundtracks  
Cheers, The Horse Whisperer, Hill Street Blues, 
The Addam’s Family, Mulan, Rocket Man 
On Golden Pond, Apollo Thirteen, Sleepers, The Man Behind the Iron Mask, The Practice, 
101 Dalmatians 
Two-Minute Warning, The Lion King, Yentl, Three Amigos, Back to the Future Part II 
 
 
Education: 

• Carnegie Mellon University, Master of Music 
• University of Southern California, Bachelor of Music 
• University of Southern California, Graduate Study 
• National Board Certificated Teacher 
• Lifetime California and Pennsylvania Teaching Credential – Music (K-Adult) 
• Lifetime California Community College Teaching Credential – Music 
• Studied conducting with – Daniel Lewis, William A. Schaefer, Vladimir Ponkin 
• Studied flute with – Julius Baker, Jeanne Baxtresser, Roger Stevens 
• Performed in the Master Classes of – Daniel Lewis, Vladimir Ponkin, Julius Baker, 

Jeanne Baxtresser, Jean-Pierre Rampal, Marcel Moyse, Geoffrey Gilbert 
 
 
Academic Experience: 

• Director of Recruitment and Enrollment- Artist Lecturer in Music Education, 2003- 
• 2005 Carnegie Mellon University, School of Music, Pittsburgh, PA 
• Director of Bands, Orchestras and Choruses, 1990 to 2002 
• Chair – Department of Visual and Performing Arts, 1996-2002 

 



 

 

• Music Curriculum Chair – Arcadia Unified School District,1994-1998 
• Foothills Middle School, Arcadia Unified School District, Arcadia, CA 
• Director of Woodwind Ensembles, Flute Professor, Director of the After School Music 

Conservatory,  
• 1986 to 2002 Pasadena Community College, Pasadena, CA 
• Adjunct Professor of Flute and Conducting, 1985 to 1987  
• California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, CA 
• Conductor and Musical Director, 1984 to 2003 
• San Gabriel Valley Concert Band, El Monte, CA  
• Instrumental Music Director – 1980-1990 
• Arroyo High School, El Monte, CA 
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