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BIOGRAPHY

With a clear sound and a fresh approach to the classical ensemble, the Athens Guitar Trio is
an emerging force in the world of guitar. The Trio—Dusty Woodruff, Rylan Smith, and Matthew
Anderson—is in its fourth year together. Hailing from Athens, Georgia, a city renowned for its music,
the AGT is recognized as one of the most expressive chamber ensembles today. Their extensive
musical background, paired with a forward-reaching mindset, allows them to perform music from
throughout the repertoire in energetic concerts that captivate audiences. They enjoy bringing various
genres to light in a classical style, including Klezmer, African Spiritual, Spanish, and American folk
music, as well as the more traditional classical works, from the Renaissance to the contemporary
eras.

Through their live performances and their recordings, the Athens Guitar Trio is constantly
pushing the boundaries of ensemble playing. They explore the expressive capabilities of the guitar
through unique repertoire selections and groundbreaking arrangements. Each member plays a guitar
built by master luthier Kenny Hill, including an exceedingly rare eleven-string guitar. This
instrumental addition extends their range and ensemble capability, piquing the interest of musicians
and non-musicians alike.

Since 2005, the Athens Guitar Trio has premiered several works composed specifically for
their ensemble, and they have been invited to play for many special guests, including President
Jimmy Carter, Pulitzer-prize winning composer William Bolcom, Simone Fontanelli of the Mozarteum
in Salzburg, and world-renowned guitarist Christopher Parkening. They have played throughout the
state of Georgia, including concerts and masterclasses at top universities, and they were invited to
give the final concert at the first annual North Georgia Guitar Summit. The trio’s recordings have
been played on radio stations across the country, and they were recently interviewed by NPR’s
Athens-affiliate, WUGA. The AGT has been invited across the country for the 2009-2010 season.

With their engaging performances and expanding repertoire, the Athens Guitar Trio has proven
a passion for their instrument that continues to delight and entertain audiences everywhere. The

AGT has recently released their critically acclaimed debut CD, Emergence.



CRITICAL ACCLAIM

"Emergence is an excellent debut from this young ensemble... The trio's performances
are characterized by beautiful tone and creative use of timbre and articulation."

~ Soundboard Magazine, Fall 2008

"The Athens Guitar Trio distinguishes itself from similar groups by its interesting choice
of material and their excellent ensemble; they project a very attractive bonhomie that
should be appealing to audiences."

~ William Bolcom

1988 Pulitzer Prize Winner

"l have rarely heard a trio that is as compatible in their ensemble, technique, and
musicianship as the Athens Guitar Trio. They have beautiful sound and perform as one
guitar."

~ John Sutherland

The University of Georgia



REPERTOIRE

Concerto Grosso in G minor, “Christmas” (Corelli)
Dance No. 1 from La Vida Breve (Falla)
Prelude and Fugue in C minor (Bach)

Theme and Variations in D minor (Brahms)
The Banjo — Grotesque Fantaisie (Gottschalk)
Bad Boy (Takemitsu)

En Bateau (Debussy)

Silhouette (Dvorak)

Humoresque (Dvorak)

Pavane, Op. 50 (Faure)

Rejouissance (Handel)

Ragtime Dance (Joplin)

La Guerre (Janequin)

Scherzino (Ponce)

Zapateado Caribe (Barrios)

Die Sieben Zwerge in Wiunderland (Weaver)*
Juba (Dett)

Nine Bagatelles for Guitar Trio (Brown)*
Opening (Glass)

*written specifically for the AGT



SAMPLE PROGRAMS

PROGRAM 1

Dance No. 1
from La Vida Breve
(Falla)

Silhouette
Humoresque
(Dvorak)

La Rejouissance
(Handel)

Concerto Grosso in G minor, “Christmas”
I. Vivace — Grave

. Allegro

[ll. Adagio — Allegro — Adagio

IV.Vivace

V. Allegro

VI. Largo. Pastorale ad libitum
(Corelli)

Ragtime Dance
(Joplin)

Bad Boy
(Takemitsu)

Die Sieben Zwerge in Winderland
I. Happy
II. Dopey
lll. Sleepy
IV. Grumpy
V. Sneezy
VI. Bashful
VII. Doc
(Weaver)



Prelude and Fugue in C minor
from the Well-Tempered Clavier |
(Bach)

En Bateau
from the Petite Suite
(Debussy)

La Guerre (La Bataille de Marignan)
(Janequin)

Scherzino
(Ponce)

Theme and Variations
from the Sextet in B-flat major
(Brahms)

The Banjo — Grotesque Fantaisie
(Gottschalk)

PROGRAM 2

Opening
from Glassworks
(Glass)

Zapateado Caribe
(Barrios)

En Bateau
from the Petite Suite
(Debussy)

Ragtime Dance
(Joplin)

Minuet and Trio
from Piano Sonata No. 47
(Haydn)



The Banjo — Grotesque Fantaisie
(Gottschalk)

La Rejouissance
(Handel)

Pavane, Op. 50
(Faure)

Nine Bagatelles for Guitar Trio
. Quarter=70

. Budongo Magic

. Adagio lamentoso
. March/Hymn

. Berceuse

. Icosahedral

. Twisted Pair

. Impish

. Bright/Rhythmic
(Brown)
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Theme and Variations
from the Sextet in B-flat major
(Brahms)

La Guerre (La Bataille de Marignan) (Janequin)

Prelude and Fugue in C minor
from the WTC, Book |
(Bach)

Juba
from In the Bottoms
(Dett)



